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Abstract: This article is dedicated to the analysis of category of negation in 
English language. The author identifies the most frequent morphological means (the 
prefixes un-, in (im, ir)-, anti-, non (no)- and the suffix -less), definite pronouns (no, 
nothing, nobody, nowhere), conjunctions and prepositions (without, against, 
regardless of, unlike and so on), which increase the expressivity of the text. 
Currently, in the English language there are a fairly large number of ways to express 
negation: negative particles, negative pronouns, double negation, antonyms, etc. In 
this regard, for persons studying English as a foreign language, the urgent question is 
what form of expression suitable for a specific situation. 
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The term "negation" was introduced into philosophy by Hegel, but he put an 
idealistic meaning into it. From his point of view, the development of ideas, thoughts 
lies at the heart of denial. Marx and Engels, while retaining the term "negation," 
interpreted it materialistically. They showed that denial is an inalienable moment in 
the development of material reality itself. Denial is also inherent in the development 
of knowledge and science. Each new, more perfect scientific theory overcomes the 
old, less perfect one. Denial is not something introduced into an object or 
phenomenon from the outside; it is the result of its own, internal development. 
Objects and phenomena, as we already know, are contradictory and, developing on 
the basis of internal opposites, they themselves create the conditions for their own 
destruction, for the transition to a new, higher quality. Denial is the overcoming of 
the old on the basis of internal contradictions, the result of self-development, self-
movement of objects and phenomena. [Gubsky E.F., Korableva G.V., Lutchenko 
V.A. - M .: INFRA-M, 1999. S. 262.] 
Means of expressing negation in English 
Denial is an integral semantic category inherent in all languages of the world. A 
negation in a sentence indicates a lack of connection between the subject and the 
object of the sentence, as well as a refutation of the statement made. Denial is used in 
speech most often in response to a certain statement and is an integral part of the 
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dialogue of the interlocutors.Speaking about the ways of expressing negation in 
English, one should note that there are different approaches to data classification. For 
example, such linguists as Barkhudarov L.S. and D.A. Shteling. there are three ways 
of expression (Bardukharov 1973: 289-291).Negative pronouns: 
Nobody wanted to talk about it after that (Richard1984: 44). 
Adverbs: 
Never thought that he was a spy. (George B. Mair). 
Negative conjunctions: neither ... nor, not ... nor, 
But neither of you knew him as I did (Richard1984: 46). 
But none of you knew him the way I did. 
Bondarenko V.N. in his monograph "Negation as a logical-grammatical 
category" identifies the following six ways of expression: negative affixes; negative 
particles; negative pronouns and adverbs; negative conjunctions; negative 
prepositions - in some languages postpositions; and also an implicit way of 
expressing negation. 
And below I would like to give linguistic means for expressing negation in 
English according to P.A. Afanasyev. Teaching dialogical speech when expressing 
confirmation and denial in modern English [Text]: Textbook / P.A. Afanasyev. - 
Rostov N / A: RGPI, 1979: Negative pronouns (nothing / nobody / none, no, 
etc.),negative adverbs (never, hardly, scarcely)negative verbs (deny, doubt, fail, 
lack),antonyms, negative prefixes (un-, -im-, a-, mis-, anti-, counter-, none-, etc.) and 
suffixes (-less) 
Constructs to express hidden denial: He postponed the trip (He didn't go) 
Let's consider the most common means of expressing negation in the English 
language in their linguistic categories. 
Grammatical means of expressing negation. 
Negative sentences in English are formed using certain linguistic elements. The 
most important element of negation in English is the not particle. It should be placed 
after an auxiliary or modal verb. If there are several auxiliary verbs, then after the 
first of them. 
He will not go to the party. - He's not going to the party. 
We have not discussed this question yet. - We have not discussed this issue yet. 
In addition to this particle, to express negation in English in the simple present 
and past tenses (Present Simple and Past Simple), you should use the auxiliary verb 
do / does / did, respectively. 
She does not want us to join her. “She doesn't want us to join her. 
I did not expect you to come so early. “I didn't expect you to come so early 
If the verb be is used in the role of the predicate in the sentence, the auxiliary 
verb is not required. The same applies to the verb have, unless it is modal in this case 
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or does not form stable phrases. However, in American English, the auxiliary verb do 
is also used to express negation with to have. 
You are not a man of my life. “You are not the man of my life. 
You have no friends in this city. - You do not have any friends in this city. 
(American English) - You have no friends in this city. 
Now it is popular in colloquial speech to use the combination ain't, which was 
originally an abbreviation for am not. However, now this kind of negation in English 
is used for any person. 
You aren't my friend. - You are not my friend. 
I am not pretty. - I'm not pretty. 
Aren’t can also be colloquially short for has not / have not. 
The not particle can also refer to the impersonal form of the verb. 
Not feeling well, she decided to stay at home. - She decided to stay at home 
because she was not feeling well. 
There is / there are is denied with the particle no. 
There are no flowers on the table. (There are no flowers on the table) 
There’s no time for us. (There is no time left for us) 
When negating modal verbs in English, the abbreviation n't is added, but not 
always. 
I shouldn’t have told you that story. (I shouldn't have told you that story) 
She couldn’t be more polite. (She couldn't be more polite) 
The modal verbs may and might do not use the abbreviation n't. 
He may not come in. (He's not allowed to come in) 
This trouble might’ve not happened. (This trouble might not have happened.) 
The modal verbs need and can, when negated, can take two forms needn't / don't 
need to, can't / cannot. 
You needn’t take this pen. (You didn't need to take this pen.) 
I can't take it. (I cannot accept this). 
Lexical means of expressing negation. 
To express negation in English, in addition to the main element - the not particle 
- you can use other words. These include: negative pronouns (no, nobody, nothing, 
nowhere, none); the conjunction neither… nor; adverbs hardly, scarcely, never; the 
preposition without. 
Negative pronouns are pronouns that indicate the absence of an object or its 
attribute. In a sentence, negative pronouns can be different members - subject, object, 
definition. [IN. A. Beloshapkova, E. A. Bryzgunova, E. A. Zemskaya and others. 
Modern Russian language: Textbook. for philol. specialist. un-tov / V. A. 
Beloshapkova, E. A. Bryzgunova, E. A. Zemskaya and others; Ed. V. A. 
Beloshapkova - 2nd ed., Rev. and additional - M .: Higher. shk., 1989.] 
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Here's the same sentence: 
She will never tell him anything. She will not tell him anything then. She will 
tell him nothing. 
The words nobody, nothing, never, etc. enough to convey a negative value, and 
the particle not is not required. 
I opened the door, but I could see nobody. - I opened the door, but did not see 
anyone. 
Some adverbs also carry a negative meaning, for example, the words barely, 
scarcely, hardly mean "hardly", "almost not". 
I hardly know him. - I hardly see her. 
Despite the above, in informal English, sentences with double negation are often 
found to reinforce the negation. However, such forms are considered grammatically 
incorrect and their use is discouraged. 
Actually, the lexical way of expressing negation is the way of expression using 
verbs with a negative meaning, such verbs include: deny (don't do, don't decide) 
He denied breaking into the shop (Murthy). 
-to doubt (to doubt) 
I doubt whether he was really able to do that (Christie). 
- to fail (fail, fail) 
I waved to Katherine, but failed to attract her attention (Christie). 
Also, this way of negation applies to some nouns: 
- failure (failure, crash) 
Bobby had a sort of failure. 
-lack (lack, lack) 
He used to have a lack of money. 
This way of expressing negation by parts of speech is actually a lexical way of 
expressing negation. The very words used in speech carry negative semantics. This is 
a fairly common method. At the same time, denial can move freely from one part of 
speech to another. For example, the verb - to fail with the suffix -lure forms the noun 
failure (failure), or -to doubt with the suffix -ful - doubtful. 
Speaking about antonyms as means of expressing negation, it is necessary to 
consider the definition of this concept. “Antonym is an expression of opposition 
within the same essence, its opposite definition. Differentiating this or that essence, 
antonyms as signs of "bifurcated" on opposites of unity at the same time determine 
the limit of manifestation of some quality, property, action, and indicate the 
inextricable connection of opposites: hot and cold - the boundaries of the qualitative 
assessment of temperature, mutually opposing polarities and together with the 
conjugate interpenetrating components of the whole. Antonyms are opposite 
concepts, semantically constituting a whole chain of meanings. 
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weak-strong, good-bad, true-false, state-deny, etc. 
The English language is characterized by the formation of antonyms through 
negative suffixes and prefixes: mortal-immortal, moral - immoral 
As can be seen from the above, antonyms in the general sense are defined as 
words that are opposite in meaning. However, here it is necessary to note such a 
factor as the ambiguity of the words of the language. 
So, polysemantic words, depending on their meaning, can have several 
antonyms: 
Fine - bad (mood), rainy (weather), large (size). 
Morphological means of expressing negation 
The morphological features of a part of speech are considered by LS 
Barkhudarov as "a system of inflectional morphemes that characterize this part of 
speech, that is, grammatical categories inherent in this group of words." The 
morphological ways of expressing negation include affixation, represented by prefix 
and suffix. They occupy a special position in the word-formation processes taking 
place in the English language. First of all, they, as a rule, do not form new parts of 
speech, the same prefix can, and form new words from different parts of speech. The 
newly formed words remain the same part of speech from which they are formed, for 
example: common(usual)-uncommon(unusual), grateful-ungrateful satisfactory - 
unsatisfactory, trained - untrained, ability - disability, approval - disapproval, trust - 
distrust, responsible - irresponsible 
The most extensive group of prefixes in English is negative prefixes. Let's 
consider them in more detail. The un- prefix occurs in various forms in many Indo-
European languages. In modern English, it has survived in the form in which it was 
used in Old English. This is a very productive prefix and easily forms new words 
from different parts of speech: ungrateful, unwritten (unwritten), unemployment, 
inhumanly. Most often, this prefix is found in adjectives and adverbs, for example: 
The only thing that makes me unhappy is that I'm making you unhappy (Graham 
1976: 49). 
As with the negative particle not-, words with the prefix un- express not just 
negation, but a new quality, a new sign: wise - means “wise; wise”, and unwise has a 
different meaning (unreasonable) and approaches the meaning of foolish (stupid; 
foolish; reckless). The word unhappy rather means miserable (poor, poor). Usually, 
antonyms from adjectives with un- are not formed using un-, but using the suffix less- 
for example: careful - careless hopeful - hopeless (unhopeful),thoughtful - 
thoughtless. 
The barometer is useless: it is as misleading as the newspaper forecast. (Richard 
1984: 70). 
- The barometer is useless: it is as deceptive as the forecast in the newspaper. 
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The Latin prefix in-, akin to the Germanic prefix un-, appeared in loanwords 
from the French language: Incorrect, indifferent, innumerable, inactive 
The in- prefix has the options il-, im-, ir-; il- in words starting with l-, im- in 
words starting with p-, b-, m-, and ir- in words starting with r-, for example: Illegal, 
illiterate, immotile, irresponsible, impossible. 
The prefix mis- is of common Germanic origin. It most often forms derivatives 
from verb stems, for example: mistrust, miscalculate, misfit, misguide 
Some words have words of negativity, while others have “wrong” expressions of 
action: 
miscalculate - miscalculate (“wrong”),mistrust - not to trust (“negativity”). 
The prefix dis- Latin origin, appeared in English in the Middle English period as 
part of borrowed French words: disarm, discover, disdain, disfigure, disguise 
Like most derivational elements of non-native English origin, the dis- prefix as a 
means of forming English words began to be used both with bases of French origin 
and with English bases. This prefix forms derivatives from the stems of nouns, verbs, 
adjectives: 
- When critics disagree the artist is in accord with himself (Wild 1979: 19). 
The meaning of this prefix, or rather the meaning obtained by a derived word 
with this prefix, is the negation of the quality, feature, or action expressed by the stem 
of the derived word. 
The anti- prefix is of Greek origin, it is larger than the listed prefixes and retains 
its lexical meaning - 'against'. This prefix appeared only in the New England period, 
its use is limited to the literary-book style of speech. Most often it is found in words 
expressing socio-political and scientific concepts: antifascist, anticyclone, anticlimax, 
and antithesis. Some independence of the meaning of this prefix is also reflected in 
the graphic design of the derivative word, many such derivatives are written with a 
hyphen: anti-social, anti-aircraft, anti-Jacobin etc. 
So, we can draw the following conclusions: in the presence of negative suffixes 
and prefixes, the vast majority of negative affixes are prefixes. Many researchers note 
that the compatibility of negative affixes with the stems of various parts of speech 
varies both from language to language, and within the same language. 
When names of adjectives and (less often) nouns, the prefixes un- (homonym to 
the verb un-), non-, in- (im-, il-, ir-, dis-, mis- are most often used. The prefixes un-, 
pop-, in-, as evidenced by the existence of doublet words that differ little from each 
other in their meanings: nonprofessional - unprofessional non-professional, non-
acceptable - unacceptable. 
Thus, negative affixes in English are attached only to noun stems. Verb stems 
are not combined with negative affixes, because verbal negation is transmitted in this 
language by the analytical form of the verb with the particle not. 
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